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Reish Lakish says that the source to rely on them not to transgress is
from here: “Your temples [rakkatekh] are like a pomegranate split
open” (Song of Songs 6:7), which teaches that even the empty people
[reikanin] among you are as full of mifzvot as the pomegranate is full of
seeds. Rabbi Zeira says that the source is from here: The verse states
concerning the occasion when Isaac blessed Jacob: “And he smelled the
smell of his garments, and blessed him, and said: See, the smell of my
son is as the smell of a field that the Lord has blessed” (Genesis 27:27). Do
not read “his garments [begadav]’; rather, read: His traitors
[bogedav], meaning that even traitors and sinners among the Jewish
people have qualities “as the smell of a field that the Lord has blessed.”
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ni1y — Another interpretation: He smelled the fragrance
of "wn3" and blessed him; this refers to people like Yosef
MiShisa and Yakum Ish Tzroros*  nyya xpwm gon
nvan TP O DX weay — The story of Yosef MiShisa
will now be presented: At the time that the enemies of Israel
desired to enter the Temple Mount to loot and destroy the

Temple,  vhnn o ow 01 MK — they said, “Let one of

them (ie,, a Jew)™ enter and through one of them let the
Temple’s desecration begin.”™ vy iy may by K
777 — They said to [Yosef],"™ “Go up to the Temple, and
whatever you take out is yours to keep.”* MYl Xoyim) o3y
a7y Yy — He entered the Temple and took out the golden
Menorah. i3 wynwn virn Yy 1297 pa b v — They said
to him, “It is not the way of a commoner to use this vessel. "
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77 P80 AN Mo mann Y 9 Kpx—Rather, go up a second
time and whatever you take out is yours to keep.” Yap
"2y— But he did not accept it upon himself,” MmN
vy S2% N5y o 2 oz B uny :ome — R’ Pinchas said: They
offered to give him the right to collect taxes for three years if
he would go back in®* but he did not accept it upon himself,
T DYD WPwWIKY KPx nOX DYs YRS mpysmw w3 &5 mx — He
said, “Is it not enough for me that I angered my God once?!
Shall I rather anger Him a second time?”  wny % swy mm
12 DMEMm v own Sv aians inix - What did they do to him
for his refusal? They placed him on a carpenter’s bench*" and
they were sawing his body. NPy X ¥ix ™) =uaix) My
"}1a%— He was crying out and saying, “Woe! Oh! Oh! That I
ungered my Creator!”*'®
The story of Yakum Ish Tzroros:

TTY YAK YR 13 01 137 HY INinK 13w Ny wis opn— And
Yakum Ish Tzroros was the son of the sister of R’ Yose ben
Yoezer Ish Tzereidah.  Xnmw mip SIX ,XMAW2 XOW 37 MM
xabvynb  Once he was riding a horse on the Sabbath, and
n beam to be used to hang his uncle, R’ Yose ben Yoezer, was
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passed before him.“”  wm vy ey wypw mn H ms
1M 1337K7 99w~ [Yakum] said to [R’ Yose], “Bee my horse
that my master has given me to ride and see your ‘horse’”
that your Master has given you to ride!”™* 93 ox />
1y vy mim Y vorwanb — (R’ Yose] said to [Yakum], “H
such pleasantness and serenity (as you enjoy) is granted by
God to those who anger Him,*" how much more so will it be
granted to those who fulfill His will” 1ty orx npy 5 mx
% nd — [Yakum] said to [R’ Yose], “Did any man fulfill His
will more than you??”™%  =pim b ity rivh 92 oK 45 mx
rewany — [R’' Yose] said to [Yakum], “And if such hardship
(as I am to be exposed to) is meted out to those who fulfill His
will,”” how much more so will it be meted out to those who
anger Him!"™®  xyay by vx3 1377 12 0393 — The words of R’
Yose penetrated [Yakum] like the burning venom of a snake.***!

PIM 370 MM NP 17 13 ninm v n¥y3 o) 777 — So
he went and performed on himself the four methods of execu-
tion administered by Rabbinical court: stoning, burning, be-
heading, and strangulation.”™  yqx3 myy: myp xmi vy
X 3 wR) — What did he do to accomplish this? He brought
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to produce, through meditation, a fear and love cven in his mind and

understanding alone—how much more so is he unable to produce a vibrant,

fervent love and fear:
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5:4 Our forefather Awvrabam was tested with ten trials, Why
does this mishnah refer to Avraham as our forefather whereas
the previous mishnah did not use this title? “A righteous man goes
with perfection, fortunate are his children after him” (Mishlei 20:T).
The righteous man will make an intensive effort to perfect a charac-
ter trait. Once he succeeds, he bequeaths this trait to his children.
For them it is a latent talent which needs but minor effort to blos-
som. The purpose of Avraham’s ten trials was to pave the road for
his children’s Divine service.'*
Even the simplest, unlearned Jew is willing to sacrifice his life a/
kiddush Hashem to sanctify Hashem. We inherited this talent from
Avraham, who himself was thrown into a fire as a consequence of

his faith. Our willingness to abandon family and friends and move to
the Holy Land is derived from 72 79, Avraham’s tral of leaving
home and moving to the Holy Land.
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"9 Children Are Naturally Idealistic

The purity of a child contains within it universal purity. The desire
for alife of natural purity pulsates within a child without any dirt or
contamination. The holy expression of a pure child includes within
it the most powerful and clear spark of the idealism of life. And
through this holy expression, it is able to bring the life of the world
to its actualization. Therefore, “the world is sustained on the breath
of children” (Shabbat ngb). (SK 6:284)

 The thoughts of faith, the illuminating awareness of Divine
greatness, the relationship to God, the certainty of God, the depth
 of purity and honesty; these are all qualities of a child..... (SK 2:258)
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The idealism of youth quite often shines through tlllt eky!: ‘:‘f
i rich and multita

the graybeard. In fact, great people are sometimes great children. They' are '

becagus: of their age; thge';aare beautiful because of their honesty and sincerity. Sarah was mnc:;

rently seven, twenty, and a hundred years old. She was simultaneously very old and very you

representing the aged, the adult, and the child.
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We must constantly start from our beginning,

from the earliest thoughts of our childhood,
clarifying them and refining them;

and extracting, with purity and courage,

the goodness and the light that is within them.

‘We must not belittle simple thoughts:
actually these very thoughts stand ready to illuminate our paths
more than all those thoughts that we imagine to be lofty and exalted.
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